Saint Mary’s Parish

A Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and Outreach

Our Parish Office ﬁ
32 East Morris Street

Bath, NY 14810

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8am. -2 pm. (Closed Wednesday)
Other times by appointment

Office: 607-776-3327

Fax: 607-776-3409

Email:  bstmaryc@dor.org

Our Parish Staff

Deacon Ray Defendorf
Pastoral Administrator
E-Mail: RDefendorf@DOR.org
Rev. Jim Jaeger
Sacramental Minister

E-Mail: Flaeger@DOR.org
Deacon Ed Wight

Parish Deacon - 776-3258
Barbara Bailey

Parish Bookkeeper/Secretary
E-Mail: BBailey@DOR.org

Dan Barefoot

Custodian

Mary Faucett

Parish Life Volunteer

Paula Gardner

Office Volunteer

E-Mail: PaulaGardner@DOR.org
Mary Carol Wall

Youth Ministry/Faith Formation
Coordinator - 776-6944

E-Mail: Avocawalls@peoplepc.com L iyi”g s ’atia”s af the c, oss

HEARTSONGS

Intergenerational Faith Formation
Program with Patricia Fazzone
Today at 10:30 a.m.

attie Stepanek

began writing po-
ems at the age of three.
Although he lived with a |
rare form of muscular
dystrophy that took his |
life just three Weeks
before his 14th birthday,
Mattie chose to “Celleb

wo Baptisms took
place at our Easter Experience the poems of this young am-
Mass. Fr. Jim Jaeger [ bassador for peace as creative educator
baptized Lucas Scott | patricia Fazzonevi sits St. [Ma
Baroody, held above by | ghecial Intergenerational Faith Formation
rllllsoo:aldyTonE:nSdtrgﬁn)] program today April 19 at 10:30 a.m.
Baroody. Patricia wil!/ of fer t

) etry, inviting children and adults to ex-
Deacon Ray baptized |, oqq in word and image their own per-

his grandson Jackson e “« h rot n
Gabriel Meek. sona €a songs.

St. Mary’s Choir
Aubri Ordway, Director t. Ma r y B2¢h grddt h
Assisted by Brad Ordway ers presented the Living

Brent Franklin - Keyboard

Ellie Boutwell/Carl Johengen
Saturday Mass Organists

Our Parish Council
William MacNamara
Chairperson - 566-3690
Barbara Perry
Vice-Chairperson - 776-6920
Mary McConnell

Secretary - 776-3265

Jim Gallagher

Stewardship Chairperson - 776-6810
Denise Crossett - 776-5089
Sean McKinley - 329-4436
Stan Skolny - 377-6023
Kathy Warren - 776-4074

Stations of the Cross on Palm
Sunday in back lit tabloid
scenes. The kids wrote prayers,
responses and meditations for
each of the Stations. Participat-
ing were (fronflenna Gaudina,
Grace Truth. (middlefcabriella
King, Mary Catherine Colo-
maio, Alicia Patterson, Alyssa
Carpenter, Michelle Neu, Livvy
Truth, Lael Truth, Mary Carol
Wall, Danielle Neu. (top)Jake
Snell, Liam Wall, Eli Truth
(Jesusparrison Koehler, Kate-
lyn  Rumsey and Franklin
Koehler. Paul Wolfe assisted
with the production.

Mass/Communion/Reconciliation Schedule

Contral Scoubes

/ST A member of the
Parish Celebrations of the Lord’s Day \Weekday Mass/Communion Service f 5 . Central Steuben

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. % Sunday - 9:00 a.m. Monday < Wednesday <- Thursday - 9:00 a.m. t I Catholic Parishes

The Sacrament of Reconciliation Tuesday - 5:00 p.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays at 3:30 p.m. Friday - 8:30 a.m. <> St. Gabriel’s, Hammondsport

Diocese of Rochester
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PARISH LIFE CALENDAR

Coming Moy 17 to St. Mory's

SUNDAY April 19 Sec. Sunday of Easter SUNDAY April 19 Sunday
9:00 a.m. In Mem. Of Helen Hunter 8:15a.m.  Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel
By Bernadina Mills 10:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast
MONDAY  April 20 7:00 p.m. AA, Room 101
9:00 a.m. Scripture/Communion Service MONDAY April 20
TUESDAY  April 21 6:00 p.m.  Tiger Cubs Room 202
5:00 p.m. Scripture/Communion Service TUESDAY April 21
WEDNESDAY April 22 6:00 p.m.  Cub Scouts, Room 203
5:00 p.m. In Mem. of Charles Wight 6:00 p.m.  Girl Scouts, Rooms 204A/B
By Morning Mass folks 7:30 p.m.  Prayer Group, Rectory
THURSDAY April 23 WEDNESDAY April 22 Office Closed
9:00 a.m. In Mem. of Michael Fiordo 5:.00 p.m. Day Care Dinner-O’ Mal | ey|
By his siter Freida 6:00 p.m.  Cub Scouts, 201,203, 204A
FRIDAY April 24 6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts, 204B, 205
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Gabriel’s THURSDAY April 23
2:30 p.m. Taylor’s Health Center 5:30p.m. Weight Watchers, 101
In Memory of Bob Denno 5:30 p.m.  Cath. Charities Volunteer Dinner
By Dick & Kathy McDonald 6:00 p.m.  Cub Scouts,203
SATURDAY April 25 6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts, 204A
4:00 p.m. In memory of Stanley Wraight 6:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts, 205
By The Dinehart Family FRIDAY April24
SUNDAY April 26 SATURDAY April25 .
9:00 a.m. In Mem. of Martha Gribbon 6:00 a.m. AMBA Blood Screening/Hall M Prayer List
By The Dinehart Family 1:00 p.m. NA - 204 ] 4 ) )
_ SUNDAY April 25 <. E,{ Bonnie Baran, Marie
One weekegd Mass each month is offered for 8:15am, Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel Benishin, Ruth Cochran,
t he Me mber s o_f t he &lboamMacoiee héur Me mor i Henry Cullen, Fran
Fund. " Your gift to 10194m. MeddeHoiipPactce Fund wfi Eummings, Margaret Emmick, Mary
support many parish ministries and capital 7.00p.m. NA-O' Mal |l ey Hal || Fisher, Glenn French, Paula Gardner.
projects. Your loved one will be remem- JackGiblin, Esther Gerhart, Laura Gil-
bergd mor_1th|y ata scheduled Mass. Please H appy Birthday foyle, Nancy quzer, Margaret Anne
consider this option. when requesting a Mass Jenkins, Joey Kish, Carlo Marano,
Card. Suggested minimum gift is $10. To You! Fr.Ge r a ICahnof)Theresa
u T Rodbourn, Penny Ruest,
19 Cargl Kunnen 4/23 John Carpenter Diana Sermonis, Jeff Spara
MY ST MAR ¥i@T8h 424 loyce Karwioski and Botsy Stechan
Because | Love 421 Nathan Aldorman 4175 Thoms v
. omas Haynes
My Parish 4/22 Connor Martin 4/25 Walter VoIzy Assembly Schedule
| Support It! 4/22  Gina Motsay 4/25 Marcia Wolfe April 25- Sat. 4:00 p.m.
4/22  Lauren Johnson 4/25 Stephanie DuBois Willing Heart
Bonnie Metacale 4/22 Jennifer McLaughlin -~ 4/25 Amber Badeau April 26 - Sun. 9:00 am.
Bread of Life
Palm Sunday April 4/5 O I \ aC o S € 2= snvay oF gasTer

Sacrificial Gifts totaled: $ 3991.71
Heating $399. Flowers: $123.
Children’s Collection: $37.18

Easter Sunday April 12

Easter Sunday: $3285.26

Holy Land: $125

Easter Flowers: $86.

Children’s Collection: $25.55
In addition to helping us meet our payroll ex-
penses, your stewardship gifts helped us pay
our March Utility Bill of $5,121.

Thank you for Making
Parish - a Priority!

Henry Cullen
VA Medical Center
Nursing Care Unit

Bath, N, 14830

Fran Cummings
Taylor Healthcare
Rte. 54
Bath, NY 14830

A<

Paula Gardner
St. Joseph’s
555 East Market St. Elmira, NY 14901
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SODER UWERDS!

M L Aok

Bath Area Churches United Against Hunger
Annual Turning Point Fundraiser

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Saturday, May 9th 5 - 7 p.m.

Monday - Wednesday, Deacon Ray and
Fr. Jim and will be at the annual Convoca-

tion of Priests and Pastoral Administrators

O’Malley Hall
Tickets $8 adult / $20 family




What is Divine Mercy?

he message of The Divine Mercy is sim-

ple. It is that God loves us — all of us.
And, he wants us to recognize that His
mercy is greater than our sins, so that we
will call upon Him with trust, receive His
mercy, and let it flow through us to others.
Thus, all will come to share His joy.

The Divine Mercy message is one we can call
to mind simply by remembering ABC:

A - Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to ap-
proach Him in prayer constantly, repenting of
our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out
upon us and upon the whole world.

B - Be merciful. God wants us to receive His
mercy and let it flow through us to others.
He wants us to extend love and forgiveness
to others just as He does to us.

C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us
to know that the graces of His mercy are
dependent upon our trust. The more we
trust in Jesus, the more we will receive.

This message and devotion to Jesus as The
Divine Mercy is based on the writings of
Saint Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Pol-
ish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual
director, wrote a diary of about 600 pages
recording the revelations she received about
God's mercy. Even before her death in 1938,
the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun
to spread.

Dear Parish Family,

At the Volunteer Recq
tion Dinner, Deacon H
presented me with a
framed poster that tol
the Caribbean Cruise
you have given to me|
the poster was in error for
gr qr _rchb rf _r

dpgcl bgA _r Qr,
more than friendgu are family.

? ggknjc aRrRf _1li
I am overwhelmed by the unconditio

The message and
devotional prac-
tices proposed in
the Diary of Sai
Faustinare com-
pletely in accor-
dance with the
teachings  of
Church and are
firmly rooted in the Gospel message of
our Merciful Savior. Properly understood
and implemented, they will help us grow
as genuine followers of Christ.

Spend time to learn more about the
mercy of God, learn to trust in Jesus, and
live your life as merciful to others, as
Christ is merciful to you.

New Steuben Food Drives

to Benefit Area Pantries

Catholic Charities Steuben work-
ing together with area pantries in-
cluding the Corning Community Food
Pantry, the Salvation Army, and the
American Red Cross is proposing an-
other way to help our neighbors-in-need.
We are asking community members to
participate in a new Food Program called
“AdAd-l t em. ”

This is how it works, as you go shopping
for your groceries; simply add an item or
two for your local Food Pantry. Make it
a practice to take advantage of the buy
one get free sales, coupon sales or simply
pick up an additional sale item. Collect
the food at home in a designated area
and at the end of the month drop the
items off at the pantry of your choice.

“I'n these tough
simple way to look out for each other, be

need, Laura @pel, Executive Di-
rector of Catholic Charities Steuben.

nins 2'808 G
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I QHQrienced a 30% increase in the num-

Story for Today . . .
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N& BOUBTS
By Dr. Constance M. Popp
bout her death, they had doubts. She
was fifty-one, too young to die. About
her life, they had no doubts. She was a
courageous, joyful, strong and faithful

woman who left a legacy of caring for oth-
ers. Of this there was no doubt.

Sharon was the mother of a Newman
Center officer. As campus minister, | at-
tended her funeral. At the funeral, the
priest spoke about resurrection, faith and
of having no doubts about where Sharon
now resided.

When | first arrived, a relative | didn't
know took me aside, put her arms around
me and told me how good Sharon was,
how she had been a model of strength and
how the woman holding me could never
hope to measure up to the goodness of
Sharon. The relative had many doubts
about her own ability to act like a coura-
geous disciple of Jesus but of Sharon's
goodness, she had no doubts.

| came to know Sharon better after her
passing due to the many outstanding acco-
lades afforded her. What | was able to see
was the effect she had on people. Sharon
shared her faith through actions and made
it more likely that others would be able to
do the same because of her. The likeli-
hood of Sharon's relative performing cou-
rageously under difficult circumstances
was increased a hundredfold due to her
fond memory of a true apostle of Jesus.

That we think of ourselves as very ordi-
nary human beings, we do not doubt; that
we are capable of the most extraordinary

e cactions of an apostle of Jesus, we often

doubt. But Jesus' breath upon the apostles

r f ca gopdpﬂemf-@aq7 Egood fﬂewy an_d sha&g |a IﬂIS dﬂ, ﬂnﬁ-] Rpon élq(tw day, Should
_SQIgyGr gur resomrgey vth the magt inyy GRWINCE UsWE neeg havg no

doubts; that,
indeed, we are the most loving, kind, cou-
rageous and inspirational people someone

s could evér medt.m p

and care that you have showered onmeer of households seeking help. If every-
What you did was an act of kindnessghaie pitches in a little, the whole commu-
will never compare to anything | have] doitg benefits tremendously.

for you. You are truly Christians and jyoPieases support our local food pantry.
kindness will never be forgotten.

Centering Prayer Introductory Workshop
with Deacon George and Paula Welch
Saturday, May 2, 2009 9:30am- 3:00pm

Turning Point Food Pantry at Mount Saviour Monastery

23 Liberty Street
Bath, NY 14810

Register: Emailcosoutherntier@gmail.com
or call Chaplain George Welch at St. Joseph'
Hospital, Office of Pastoral Care, 607.733.65

Thank you from the bottom of my hegrt.
Paula Gardner

April 19 Insert - A
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The Second Week of Easter

they are now
Convinced

here is a fresh, almost wide-eyed feeling

to today's Liturgy of the Word. Easter is
a week old and our newly baptized members
can look around and say, "I'm still here. | am
a Christian." Our long-time members can
say, "After all these years, | still believe."

So we read the description of the early
church in the first reading with a certain
pride and some definite regret. What hap-
pened? When was the church so new and
perfect and holy? Perhaps we doubt it could
ever be so. Perhaps we doubt the possibility
of a church like that even more than Thomas
doubted the possibility of a risen Jesus.

Which story is harder to believe-that a dead
man returned from the grave or that a group
of people lived with one heart and mind?
How can we renew our faith today?

he Gospel reading for the Second Sun-
day of Easter emphasizes the first words
spoken by the resurrected Christ to his dis-
ciples ("Peace be with you"), as well as the

gift of the Holy Spirit to the disciples. The
peace of Christ and the presence of the
Holy Spirit become two of the defining char-
acteristics of the church, both then and now.

Throughout the Easter season, the Gospel
readings are taken from John (the one ex-
ception being the Third Sunday of Easter,
taken from Luke). Today's Gospel reading is
the famous "doubting Thomas" text where
the resurrected Jesus first appears to the
disciples. Hiding behind "locked doors" and
stricken by "fear," the disciples are greeted
by Jesus with the comforting words, "Peace
be with you." The disciples "rejoiced" in see-
ing Jesus, and Jesus reaffirmed their role as
"apostles” by saying, "As the Father has sent
me, so | send you." (In Greek, apostell?
[apostle] means "send out") Jesus then
breathes on the apostles and gives them the
gift of the Holy Spirit: "Receive the Holy
Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven
them, and whose sins you retain are re-
tained.” With the peace of Christ and the
presence of the Holy Spirit, the apostles

now receive the divine preroga-

tive to forgive sins. As the doubting
Thomas episode will emphasize, belief in
Jesus as "my Lord and my God" will be
essential for the mission on which they
are sent.

In the first reading from the Acts of the
Apostles, we hear of the remarkable
success of the apostles in the early years
of building the church. Luke, the author
of Acts, tells us "the community of be-
lievers was of one heart and mind,"
sharing possessions, and giving to each
other according to need. The apostles
formed a community of believers as
they "bore witness to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus." No longer living in
fear, but with the power of the Holy
Spirit, the apostles began to lay the
foundation for the church that survives
to this very day.

The Diocese of Pueblo, Colorado, has
115,000 Catholics, 106 parishes and missions,
and only 35 active priests to serve them.
Sixty-one parishes have no resident pastor.

Sadly, such shortages occur often in
United States mission dioceses.

The Catholic Home Missions Appeal
supports religious education and
seminary training to bring increased
pastoral care to our home mission
parishes. Please give generously in

next week’ s H

\ppe

HUMAN DIGNITY and the

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ACT
L eadership changes in the NYS Legislature makes it likely that an updated version of
t he

|l ast year

has expressed his support of the bill, making it more possible that the bill may become

law if there is not significant public protest.

The provisions

moval of limitations on abortion procedures, including partial birth abortion; it declared

abortion a

protection for Catholic hospitals and medical professionals were jeopardized.
Please let your NYS Senators and Assembly representatives that you
object to any consideration of passage of the Reproductive Health Act.
A letter is the best way to communicate with your representatives; however an email
or phone call to his or her office is also a way to voice your objections.

Gov. David A. Paterson
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

The websites below allow you to quickly and easily
take action through emails or printed letters your legislators:
http://www.nyscatholic.org/pages/home/home.asp
Thank you for taking the time to register your comments and concern
f%r |1uman life and conscience rights during this Lenten season.

Sen. George H. Winner Jr.
New York State Senate
Albany, NY 12247

s RHAPP act wi || be s$sub
of the new bildl wi | | be
“fundament al right”; tax dol

Asmbly. James G. Bacalles
New York State Assembly
Albany, NY 12248
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SENT TO SERVE

Notes from Deacon Ray Defendorf

Poverty in Steuben County

&cently, Father Jim and | met with
aura Opelt, Andy Mazzella and
Bob Colomaio at Catholic Charities
Turning Point. The topic of our meeting
was the extent of poverty in Steuben
County. Although 1"’
almost thirty years, and knew that, (aside from
the City of Corning, and the nearby Village of
Painted Post) few places within Steuben
County could boast a significant number of
people that would be considered - well off, the
information we received still shocked me.

Did you know that . . . ?

+ In Steuben county one in ten families,
(13,000 people) are living on incomes
below the federal poverty guidelines.
Thousands more are living just above
these guidelines, and are struggling.

+ One in five children in Steuben County
lives in poverty.

+ One out of every two families living in
poverty in Steuben County are headed
by a single woman with children under
five years of age. That is five times the
rate of married couple families.

+ Four in ten families headed by a single
woman live in poverty.

+ 34% of all people living in poverty are chil-
dren.

+ 50% of the people helped by Catholic
Charities Turning Point are employed or
under-employed, and earn less than
$10,000 per year. An individual working
full time making minimum wage only
earns $14,872 per year.

= Over half of the families living in poverty
have one family member working full
time but not as a livable wage.

According to federal guidelines living in pov-
erty is when the income of a family of four is
earning $20,614 or less. To put this in per-
spective, the average poor family spends:
$5,756 for basic shelter
$2,656 for utilities and public services
$5,330 for a used car, gasoline and mainte-
nance to get to work, grocery
shopping and child care.
$4,054 for food
$2,329 for health and medical care
$2,600 for child care (even with a subsidy)

That's $2,121 over

any other items such as |8
school  supplies, shoes,
clothes, holiday gifts, educa- f§.
tion, life insurance, furnish- |
ings, recreation, cleaning
wupplids, i eneertainment,
and birthday gifts.

Governor Patterson is
proposing to increase the
public assistance grant by
10% per year for 3 years.

But this is the first in-
crease in 18 years. According to pub-
lished reports, the typical recipient of pub-
lic assistance funds in New York State
receives benefits for two years or less.
Current figures are not available for Steu-
ben County.

So what effect does poverty

have on family life?

A report by the Bookings Institute points
out the severe negative impacts of poverty
families.

+ Higher rates of illness and accidents

+ Housing in unsafe neighborhoods

+ Greater chance of dying from illness

and accidents

= Increased crime and incarceration
Inadequate health care, diminished brain
development in children, lack of readiness
for school and sadly a lifetime of reduced
opportunity.

What are the costs of
poverty on society?
Higher health care
More jails and prisons
+ More homeless facilities
+ More intensive education programs
= Fewer contributing to the tax base.

What are the costs of poverty on
Catholic Charities and Schools?

+Since November
ties Food Pantries have experienced a
26% increase of households served.
An average of 1200 people a month.
Other pantries, including the Corning
Community Food Pantry, reported

similar results,

budget before you

., plan includes clustering the t
Oggr a s?ﬁg?etp tOral lealer t:%

= 50% of students in Steuben County are
eligible for free or reduced fee breakfasts

and lunches.
Catholic Charities Turning Point

E\ch mont h, St. Ma
ur collection income directly to Catholic
Charities Turning Point. We do this even
though we ourselves have been struggling to
pay our rapidly rising utility bills, insurance
premiums while donations have flattened due
to the economy. We do this because Christ
gave a preferential option to the poor and
the Catholic social teaching challenges us to
do the same.

We are also supporting the upcoming
Spaghetti Dinner that will benefit Turn-
ing Point. The fundraising dinner will
take place on Saturday, May 9 from 5 -
7 p.m. in O’Malley Hall and hope you
will do the same.

Before my retirement in July, | hope that we
can bring the economic challenges facing
Steuben County into clearer light and find
new ways of helping Catholic Charities fund
the import work it does in advocating for the
working poor and their children.

Next weekend, both Maureen O’Neill
and | wi || use
and St . Mary’'s to
cerning the CSCP Pastoral Plan recently
approved by Bishop Matthew Clark. The
parishes un-
Uit oo and
merging the two parishes into a single parish
with two worship sites by July 2012.

Thanks for all who helped make our Triduum
and Easter services so beautiful.

I—éav(? %great week. Serve one another well.

Dl

t he
ans



Saint Mary’s Church
32 Eat Morris Street
Bath, New York

Contacts:  Paula Gardner - 607-776-3327
Deacon Ray Defendorf - 607-426-1100



