
Mass/Communion/Reconciliation Schedule 
A member of the  

Central Steuben 

Catholic Parishes 
Diocese of Rochester 

 

Saint Mary’s ParishSaint Mary’s Parish 
A Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and OutreachA Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and OutreachA Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and Outreach   

       The Third Sunday of Advent December 14, 2008 

Weekday Mass/Communion Service 
 

Monday  Wednesday  Thursday - 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Friday - 8:30 a.m.   St. Gabriel’s , Hammondsport 
 

Parish Celebrations of the Lord’s Day 
Saturday - 4:00 p.m.  Sunday  - 9:00 a.m. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Advent Saturdays at 3:30 p.m.  

Our Parish OfficeOur Parish Office  
32 East Morris Street  
Bath, NY 14810  
Monday-Thursday  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Other times by appointment 
Office: 607-776-3327 
Fax: 607-776-3409 
Email: bstmaryc@dor.org 
 

OurOur  Parish StaffParish Staff  
 

Deacon Ray Defendorf 
Pastoral Administrator 

E-mail: RDefendorf@DOR.org 
 

Rev. Jim Jaeger 
Sacramental Minister 

E-mail: FJaeger@DOR.org 

Deacon Ed Wight 
Parish Deacon - 776-3258 

Barbara Bailey 
Parish Bookkeeper/Secretary 

E-Mail: BBailey@DOR.org 
 

Dan Barefoot 
Custodian 

Mary Faucett 
Parish Life Volunteer 
 

Paula Gardner 
Office Volunteer 
E-Mail: PaulaGardner@DOR.org  

Mary Carol Wall 
Youth Ministry/Faith Formation 

Coordinator - 776-6944  
E-Mail: Avocawalls@peoplepc.com 
 

St. Mary’s ChoirSt. Mary’s Choir  
Aubri Ordway, Director  

Assisted by Brad Ordway 
Brent Franklin -  Keyboard 
 

Ellie Boutwell/Carl Johengen 
Saturday Mass Organists 
 

OurOur  Parish CouncilParish Council  
William MacNamara 
Chairperson - 566-3690 

Barbara Perry 
Vice-Chairperson - 776-6920 

Mary McConnell 
Secretary - 776-3265 

Jim Gallagher  
Stewardship Chairperson - 776-6810 

Denise Crossett - 776-5089 
Sean McKinley - 329-4436 

Stan Skolny 

Kathy Warren - 776-4074 

Pam ColomaioPam Colomaio  

FF or me, St. Maryõs is so much more than a building 

with pews, walls and a meet-

ing hall.  St. Maryõs is a family 

that is bound together by love, caring and under-

standing and has great significance in my life. 

Robert and I were married at St. Maryõs and I 

converted through the RCIA program. Mary 

Catherine and Theresa were baptized, received 

First Eucharist and Reconciliation along with Mary 

Catherine being confirmed here at St. Maryõs.  

Through the years we have laughed and danced, 

cried and celebrated together and I look forward 

to St. Maryõs being a part of our lives for many 

years to come.  Oh yeah, lest we forget we like 

to eat at St. Maryõs too.  
 

Robert and I had been married for 11 months in 

1992 when we lost our firstborn child, a son, at 

full-term due to stillbirth.  What was to be a joy-

ous occasion was one of the most horrific things 

we have ever been through.  To this day those 

events still seem surreal.  Our parish family was 

there to help us through this difficult time in many 

ways. They brought us meals, prayed with us sent 

cards and called.  If we hadnõt had our faith in 

God and in each other I donõt know if we would 

have made it to where we are today.   
 

Statistically, the divorce rate is very high for peo-

ple who have lost a child and we didnõt become a 

Pam, Mary Catherine, Theresa and Bob Colomaio 

Continued on Page Three - The Joy of St. Maryõs 

A  person who for 

many years has 

been has been an inspi-

ration to our parish 

and its youth has now 

received national recogni-

tion for her inspiration to 

youth ministers.   

St. Maryõs Youth Minister and Faith Formation 

Coordinator Mary Carol Wall was so honored 

by her youth ministry colleagues at the National 

Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 

convention December 4-7 in Cleveland,. 

As a result of this recognition, Mary Carol re-

ceived what was billed as a òExtreme Faith Overó 

which included over $500 in merchandise from 

SpiritandSong.com - a member of the Oregon 

Catholic Press family of liturgical music publish-

ers and recording artists. Mary Carol immedi-

ately donated this prize back to the parish to 

provide new music and choir materials for St. 

Maryõs Choir.  

Another part of the òFaith-

Overó will also benefit our 

parish and community - a 

performance by singer, song-

writer and inspirational 

speaker Jesse Manibusan 

whose songs òOpen my 

Eyes, Lordó and òFly like a 

Birdó are sung here at St. 

Maryõs and in Catholic par-

ishes nationwide. Manibusan 

has been a featured performer and inspirational 

speaker at last yearõs National Catholic Youth 

Conference in Columbus, Ohio.  He also travels 

the country giving retreats and concerts. 



T wo - Three friend teams 

or families are needed to 

share the Sunday Scriptures 

and Holy Communion with 

the residents of Taylor Health Center. 

Commitment: One Sunday a month or 

less. Training provided. For information, 

Contact Deb Brinkhus 725-0704. 

Thanks to your generous 

response, we were able 

to provide 326  gifts of 

clothing for 40 families. 

Week of December 14, 2008 

Suggested Scripture Reading:  
The Gospel of Mark, Read Chapter 3 

Reflection Questions  

[Mk 3: 13-19]    
Why did Jesus call such ordinary guys? 

What motivates you to follow to Jesus now? 

[Mk 3: 13-19]    

7ÈÙ ×ÁÓ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ×ÏÒÒÉÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÍȩ 

What did Jesus say was the basis for a 
family relationship with  him?  Is doing 
'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ Á ÂÅÌÉÅÆȩ 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  PARISH LIFE CALENDAR  

SUNDAY Dec 14 

   8:15 a.m.    Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel 

 10:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast  

 10:15 a.m.    Post Choir Practice, Church 

 10:30 a.m. Faith Formation  

 10:30 a.m.    Adult Bible Study - Room 101  

   7:00 p.m. AA, Room 101 

MONDAY Dec 15 

TUESDAY Dec  16 

   6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts - Room 203    

   6:00 p.m.   Girl Scouts - Rooms 204A, 204B 

   7:30 p.m. Prayer Group - Rectory 

WEDNESDAY Dec 17 

   6:00 p.m. Pack 59 Meeting, Hall 

   6:00 p.m.   Girl Scouts  204B, 205 

THURSDAY  Dec 18 

   5:00p.m.    Knights of Columbus, Hall 

   5:30p.m. Weight Watchers - 101 

   6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 203    

   6:00 p.m.   Girl Scouts 204A 
   6:00 p.m.   Boy  Scouts 205 

FRIDAY  Dec 19 

   5:00p.m.     Knights of Columbus, Hall 

SATURDAY Dec 20 

   8:00a.m.    Knights of Columbus, Hall 

   1:00 p.m. NA - 204 

SUNDAY Dec 21 

    8:15 a.m.   Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel 

 10:00 a.m.    Coffee Hour 

 10:15 a.m.    Post Choir Practice, Church 

10:30 a.m. Faith Formation  

 10:30 a.m.    Adult Bible Study - Room 101  

    7:00 p.m.   AA, Room 101 

SUNDAY Dec 14,  Third Sunday of Advent   

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of  Mary Giblin 

 by Jo Musso 

MONDAY Dec 15 

9:00 a.m. Scripture/Communion Service 

TUESDAY Dec 16  

5:00 p.m. In Mem. of  Richard Parulski 

  By Joan Buck 

WEDNESDAY Dec 17  

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of Rosa Fiordo  

 By Knights of Columbus 

THURSDAY Dec 18  

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of  Ginger Moran 

 for third anniversary 

 By her familly 

FRIDAY Dec 19    

                   (Mass at St. Gabrielõs at 8:30a.m.) 

10:00 a.m. Taylor Healthcare  

 In Mem. Of Mary Giblin 

 By her family 
SATURDAY Dec 20  

4:00 p.m. In Mem. of  Curtis Murphy 

  by his family 

SUNDAY Dec 21, Fourth Sunday of  Advent  

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of  Relatives & Friends of 

 Helen Opila  by Helen Opila 
 

Beginning in January 2009, a weekend 

Mass each month will be offered for 

the “Members of the St. Mary’s  

Memorial Fund.”  
 

Donations to this fund will be used  

to support many parish ministries  

and capital projects. 
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12/16  Lois Geyer 

12/18  Craig Palmer 

12/18  Angela Binkowsli 

12/18  Joe Schuster 

12/19  Jessica Sokolowski 

12/19  Cloe Quick 

12/14õ Maragret Hogan 

12/14  Sean McKinley 

 12/15  Steven Rusak 

 12/15 Tom Armentano 

 12/15  James Murphy 

 12/16 Lori Fagan 

Happy Birthday               

To You! 

 

Thursday, December 18  

7:00p.m. 

St. Gabriel’s Church,  

Hammondsport 

OUR SAINT MARYõS  

Because We Love Our Parish 

We Support it! 
 

Thank you for Making Thank you for Making   

Our Parish Our Parish --  a Priority!a Priority!  
 

December 6/7, 2008 

Attendance: 247 

Sacrificial Gifts totaled: $4,076.66  

Thanksgiving Gifts : $841.41 
Todayõs 2nd Collection:  Heating 
Next Weekõs 2nd Collection: Can & Quarter                                             
  

In addition to helping us meet our payroll  

expenses, your stewardship gifts last week helped 

us winterize the churchõs heating system. 

Assembly ScheduleAssembly Schedule   
  

December 20 December 20 --  Sat. 4:00 p.m. Sat. 4:00 p.m.   

Willing HeartsWilling Hearts  

December 21 December 21 --  Sun.  9:00 a.m.Sun.  9:00 a.m.  

Heavenly HashHeavenly Hash  
 

To join an assembly call 776-3327 

 Prayer ListPrayer List  
Bruce Ayers, Bonnie Baran,  

Marie Benishin, Henry Cullen, 

Fran Cummings,  Margaret 

Emmick, Peggy Evans,  

Mary Fisher, Glenn French,  

Jack Giblin, Esther Gerhart,  Joey Kish, 

David Lamphier,  Jim Murray,   

Fr Gerald OõConnor, Deacon John 

Prave,  Theresa Rodbourn,  

Diana Sermonis, Rob Wilson  

and Mark Wray.  

Thanks to Bill and 
Deb Brinkhus who 
again this year have 
donated Oplatek  
to be blessed and  
distributed at Mass next weekend. 
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I  ÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÆÏÒ our little angels, 
shepherds, sheep, 
and cattle to prepare 
for our annual  
Christmas Pageant. 
 

REHEARSAL  

SCHEDULE  

Sundays, December 
14  21 at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursdays, December 10  17 at 4:00 p.m. 
Rehearsals will take place in Church. 

 

Contact: Stephanie Czajkowski (776-2949 
All parish kids are invited to participate.  

Wednesday, December 17 7 p.m.  St. G 
Saturday, December 22  2:30 p.m. St. M 

statistic because of the help from our 

parish family. I remember with fond-

ness Ginger Moran and how she 

would talk to me every week at Mass 

to make sure that I was okay and tell-

ing me not to give up because God 

would show us the way.  After re-

peated miscarriages, Mary Catherine 

was born on January 5, 1995 and I still 

believe today that she made it here 

because there were so many people 

praying for her safe arrival.  When it 

was Theresaõs turn to arrive in 1997 

again the people of St. Maryõs were 

there for us and welcomed her with 

love and prayers.   
    

As a parent, I also feel that it is impor-

tant to instill in our children to share 

their gifts with others.  Activities which 

help them to deal with diverse situa-

tions, think about the choices that they 

are making and help them to grow in 

Gods love and faith as a part of youth 

group are so important. If we teach 

our children to become good stewards 

imagine what the world could become! 
    

In 2004 Robert answered Gods call to 

begin the process to become a Perma-

nent Deacon.   As we continue our 

journey towards May 2009 and ordina-

tion, I know that the parishioners of St. 

Maryõs will be there with us every step 

of the way which brings great joy to 

me.  This would have been a much 

more difficult journey if we hadnõt had 

the support of our parish family.   
    

I believe that it is our responsibility to 

fulfill our baptismal promise to be good 

stewards of our faith through time, 

talent and treasure because we all need 

to do our part to make sure that the 

Church is here f o r those 

that come after 

SENT TO SERVE 
Notes from Deacon Ray Defendorf 

Continued from Page One 

Share the Joy of StewardshipShare the Joy of Stewardship  
  

Our Parish Stewardship  
Commitment Weekend 

is January 3/4, 2009 

W eõve already lived two full weeks of Advent; Christmas will be all too 

soon upon us!  The challenge to us, of 

course, is not to let this par-

ticular liturgical season fly by 

without accomplishing its 

purpose: to prepare our 

hearts for the coming of 

Christ.  Even in these tough 

economic times, so many of 

us are so preoccupied with 

the commercial aspects of 

the holiday that we do not 

take the time to savor Ad-

vent, a season pregnant with 

opportunity. 

The seasonõs prayer, dating 

back to ancient times, is 

òCome, Lord Jesus!ó   It car-

ries with it a sense of ur-

gency.  Anticipating Christ-

mas, we spend almost four 

weeks inviting the Lord to come, in a most 

special way, into our hearts, into our 

homes, into our celebrations.  It is a time 

of patient, but vigilant, waiting and watch-

ing for Jesus, already God-with-us.  We 

recall the stories leading up to his birth in 

Bethlehem over two thousand years ago, 

and recall that we are still waiting and 

watching for his Second Coming, when all 

salvation will see the glory of the Lord! 

A few Sundays ago, we heard a reading from 

St. Paulõs First Letter to the Thessalonians in 

which he compared the coming Day of the 

Lord to the inescapable labor pains of a 

pregnant woman.  Religious writer Alice 

Camille made the following observation 

about that image: òHere is the thing about the 

suddenness of labor pains: they do come all at 

once, but they are not exactly unexpected.  In 

fact, they are some of the most predictable 

pains life has to offer.  So when St. Paul cites 

labor pains as a metaphor for the onset of the 

Day of the Lord, he is saying two things: once 

they start, thereõs no escaping them; and you do 

not really expect that this old pregnant world is 

going to avoid them, do you?ó 

Of all people, Christians cannot pretend 

that the Day of the Lord is not coming. 

Godõs reign is expected; it is prayed for 

every time we gather for 

Eucharist, every time we 

celebrate any sacrament.  

So it should not catch us 

by surprise, and we are 

fools if we do not prepare 

for it!  Take the time this 

Advent to read ð especially 

the Gospel of Mark, to 

pray, to hope and to ex-

pect that the Lord is in-

deed coming soon.   

Let this Advent be different 

for you.  Do not let these 

wonderful opportunities 

to grow deeper in your 

relationship with the Lord 

slip by you yet again.  The 

clock is running out. 

Congratulations Mary Carol! 

L et me echo the congratulations of 

our entire parish to Mary Carol 

Wall for the recognition she received 

last week from her colleagues in the 

National Federation for Catholic Youth 

Ministry. Over my years here at St. 

Maryõs, Mary Carolõs tremendous faith 

and kindly counsel have been a great 

blessing to me. I can think of few, if any, 

people who are more inspiring. 

Have a good week. Serve one another well. 

Ȱ!ÄÖÅÎÔȱ ÂÙ 2ÏÇÅÒ (ÕÔÃÈÅÓÏÎ 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
Columbia, South Carolina 



3ÁÉÎÔ -ÁÒÙȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
32 Eat Morris Street 
Bath, New York 
 
Contacts:  Paula Gardner - 607-776-3327 
 Deacon Ray Defendorf - 607-426-1100 


