Our Parish Office

32 East Morris Street

Bath, NY 14810
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. -2 p.m.
Other times by appointment
Office: 607-776-3327

Fax:  607-776-3409

Email:  bstmaryc@dor.org

Qur Parish Staff

Deacon Ray Defendorf
Pastoral Administrator
E-mail: RDefendorf@DOR.org
Rev. Jim Jaeger
Sacramental Minister

E-mail: Flaeger@DOR.org
Deacon Ed Wight

Parish Deacon - 776-3258
Barbara Bailey

Parish Bookkeeper/Secretary
E-Mail: BBailey@DOR.org

Dan Barefoot

Custodian

Mary Faucett

Parish Life Volunteer

Paula Gardner

Office Volunteer

E-Mail: PaulaGardner@DOR.org
Mary Carol Wall

Youth Ministry/Faith Formation
Coordinator - 776-6944

E-Mail: Avocawalls@peoplepc.com

St. Mary’s Choir
Aubri Ordway, Director
Assisted by Brad Ordway
Brent Franklin - Keyboard
Ellie Boutwell/Carl Johengen
Saturday Mass Organists

Our Parish Council
William MacNamara
Chairperson - 566-3690
Barbara Perry
Vice-Chairperson - 776-6920
Mary McConnell

Secretary - 776-3265

Jim Gallagher

Stewardship Chairperson - 776-6810
Denise Crossett - 776-5089
Sean McKinley - 329-4436
Stan Skolny

Kathy Warren - 776-4074

Mass/Communion/Reconciliation Schedule

Parish Celebrations of the Lord’s Day

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. % Sunday - 9:00 a.m.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Advent Saturdays at 3:30 p.m.

Saint Mary’s Parish

A Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and Outreach

Story for Today

Comfort Given and Received

By Dr. Constance M. Popp

he presented herself defiantly during class-
not verbally, but in actions and body lan-

guage. She would come late, lay her head
down on the desk, eat during class, and slump in
her chair. | wanted to ask her why she'd enrolled
since, from my perspective, she appeared totally
uninterested. All students sat in a U-shaped semi-
circle, so she was clearly visible to me at all times.

But | said nothing, acknowledging that my own
preferred way of handling conflict was avoid-
ance, which was ironic since it was a conflict
resolution course | was teaching. Due to a con-
versation with a friend who'd commented, "We
can never know what's inside another person's
head," | let it go and said nothing, rationalizing
that maybe she was tired or distracted by other
events occurring in her life.

One night she stayed after class and told me a
story about how we had helped her. She'd been
having a conflict with a coworker, who was also
a co-manager. She wanted to talk with him
about the difficulties they'd been having but he
refused and said he was going to the supervisor,
which he did.

Instead of getting caught up in the disagreement
and feeling defensive, as was her normal reaction,
she told me she imagined our class, all of us, con-
versing and discussing positive and negative ways
of handling conflict. By imagining all of us there
with her, she was able to feel supported and not
respond defensively, even though the coworker
had forced a meeting with the supervisor. But
because of what she'd learned in class, and mostly
because of the support and comfort she felt imag-
ining all of us there with her, she was able to re-
solve the conflict calmly, seeing us standing with
her, helping her.

"Comfort, give comfort to my people" says our
God. A mystical feeling of peace overtook me as
her comfort became my comfort and a rugged
road was made straight.

Tuesday - 5:00 p.m.

Barbara Perry gives the Body of Christ to Jim Wall

s of October
\)/ 2008, | have &
o tmett =  heen a member
STEWARDSHIP of St. Mary’s for

55 years.

Throughout these years, | have
been very active in various parish
ministries - serving on assemblies
and as a sacristan. Because of this

involvement, the Mass means so much more to me.

St. Mary’s is my parish family and, like my biological
family, this is where | turn when | need a caring-
friend or comfort when things aren’t going well.
Faith sustains me in the low spots - and helps me
celebrate and give thanks for the many blessings
I've received.

| support St. Mary’s because | want the church to
be here for generations to come. God cannot be
outdone in generosity whether our contribution be
time, talent or treasure. If we suppo

t the church,
our needs will be met. B |z ﬁ Y

Share the Joy of Stewardship

Our Parish Stewardship
Commitment Weekend
oyt _ is January 3/4, 2009

Weekday Mass/Communion Service
Monday <- Wednesday <> Thursday - 9:00 a.m.

Contral Soeaber
Cathobs Parihes
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Central Steuben

Catholic Parishes
Diocese of Rochester

Friday - 8:30 a.m. < St. Gabriel’s, Hammondsport



S ;/ LITURGICAL CALENDAR
T
SUNDAY Dec 07 Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. In Mem. of Skalnican & Opila
Families by Helen Opila
MONDAY  Dec 08
9:00 a.m. No Scripture/Communion Service
5:30 p.m. Immaculate Conception
I In Mem. of Charles Wight
By St. Mary’s Prayer Group
TUESDAY  Dec09
5:00 p.m. In Mem. of Rosa Fiordo

By Common Ground Choir
WEDNESDAY Dec 10
9:00 a.m. Special Intentions

By Steve & Roxanne Kosta
THURSDAY Dec 11

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of Art Moran
By Ray & Joyce Karwoski
FRIDAY Dec 12

(Mass at St. Gabriel’s at 8:30a.m.)
SATURDAY Dec 13

4:00 p.m. In Mem. of Peter Luta & Jim Harvey
by Janice & children

SUNDAY Dec 14 Third Sunday of Advent

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of Mary Giblin

by Jo Musso

Beginning in January 2009, a weekend
Mass each month will be offered for the
‘“Members of the St. Mary’s
Memorial Fund.”

Donations to this fund will be used
to support many parish ministries
and capital projects.
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s Reach
SUNDAY Dec7 ~ Please Help St Mery's Reach our
8:15a.m. Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour T
10:15 a.m. Post Choir Practice, Church cathOIlc Mlmsuy Appeal Goal 0f$23,449
10:30 a.m. Bible Study - Room 101 MM Mark Al Uy
. ark Alger rs. Mary Kulikowski
ZD'OO p.m. AA, R800m 101 M/M John Ambrosone Mrs. Mary Langendorfer
MONDAY  Dec M/M Elton Badeau Ms. Mary Latour
8:00p.m.  Daycare Concert Mrs. Barbara Bailey Mrs. Gertrude Laux
TUESDAY Dec 9 M/M loseph Baroody M/M Douglas Little
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts - Room 203 Mrs. Sophia Baxter Mrs. Janice Luta
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts - Rooms 204A, 204B LA, L ETrtS e
. ish Council - Room 205 Ms. Kathryn Biehl _ Mrs. Bernice Lynch
7:.00 p.m.  Paris M/M Norbert Binkowski Mrs. Marian Lynch
7:30 p.m. Prayer Group - Rectory M/M William Brinkus Ms. Karin Machuga

WEDNESDAY Dec 10
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 201,203, 204A
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts 204B, 205
THURSDAY Dec 11
5:30p.m. Weight Watchers - 101
6:00p.m. Rotary Christmas Party - Hall
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 203
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts 204A
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 205
FRIDAY  Dec 12
SATURDAY Dec 13
9:00p.m.  Knights of Columbus
“Share and Care” Sign Up - Foyer
1:00 p.m. NA-204
SUNDAY Dec 14

8:15a.m. Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel
10:00 a.am.  Pancake Breakfast
10:15a.m.  Post Choir Practice, Church
10:30 a.am. Bible Study - Room 101

1:00 p.m. K of C Kids Christmas Party

7:00 p.m. AA, Room 101

OUR SAINT MARY'S

Because We Love Our Parish

L

Happy Birthday
To You!

12/07 Sarah Makitra
12/07 Jeanne Glass
12/08 Mitchell Muller
12/08 Jim Galvin
12/09 Kathrine Fieldler
12/09 Joseph Kish
12/10 Lenore Beyler

12/10 Ryan Farrell

12/12 Carol Roote
12/12 Maryellen Becken
12/12 Lisa Saurbaugh
12/12 Pam Thompson
12/13 Mary Fratarcangelo
12/13 Rita Sullivan

We Support it!

Thank you for Making
Our Parish - a Priority!

November 29/30, 2008

Assembly Schedule

December 13 - Sat. 4:00 p.m.
Precious Blood 1
December 14 - Sun. 9:00 am.
Holy Patrol

To join an assembly call 776-3327

Attendance: 289
Sacrificial Gifts totaled: $2393.00
Thanksgiving Gifts : 521.83
Insurance: 156.01 ‘
Today’s 2nd Collection: Christmas Flowers
Next Week’s 2nd Collection: CMA
In addition to helping us meet our payroll
expenses, your stewardship gifts last
week helped us pay our monthly 4% tithe
to Catholic Charities Turning Point.

Following Sunday Faith Formation Classes

NCYC 2009 will take place
November 19-22, 2009
But our planning begins
next weekend.

NCYC Meeting
December 14, 2008

c{ﬁsT/
REIGNS
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Mrs. Rosemary Bruce
M/M Bruce Carey

M/M John Carpenter
Mrs. Guy Castrilli

Mrs. Rosemary Clairemont
Mrs. Margaret Cogswell
M/M Robert Colomaio
M/M Lawrence Crossett
Mrs. Sylvia Cummings
Mrs. Veronica Cummings
M/M Rick Czajkowski
Dcn/Mrs. Ray Defendorf
M/M James DeSorbo

Mr. James Desrosiers
M/M William Dinehart
M/M James Dudden

Mrs. Rita Dwyer

Ms. Mary Eaton

Mrs. Margaret Eichensehr
Mr. Timothy Farrell

Ms. Mary Faucett

M/M David Fiedler

Ms. Frieda Fiordo

Mrs.. Mary R. Fratarcangelo
Mrs.. Edna Friedland
M/M James Gallagher
M/M James Galvin

M/M Alfred P. Gaudino
Ms. Donna Gerych

Mrs. Lois Geyer

Mr. John Giblin, Sr.

M/M Mike Glass

Mrs. Evelyn Glenn

M/M Walter L. Gronski Jr.

Mrs. Mary Ellen Haff
M/M Arland Hanning
Mrs. Agnes Harvey

Ms. Terry Hochreiter
M/M Eugene Hokula
Mrs. Nancy Holzer

Mr S. Holzer

Mr Ken Hopkins

M/M Richard Hopkins
Mrs. Gretchen Hubbard
Mr. John Hultzman
M/M Daniel Hutcheson
Mrs. Mary Jane Jaeger
M/M Allan Johnson

M/M Robert Jones

Mr. Robert J. Kalenak
Mrs. Marcella Karwoski
Mrs. Genevieve Kashmer
M/M David Kashorek
M/M Arnold Kish

M/M Donald Knowles Sr.
Mr. Edward Kuhnen

M/M William MacNamara
Mrs. Janet Madigan
M/M Carlo J. Marano
M/M Frederick Martin
M/M Gene Matacale
Ms. Florence McBride
Mrs. Cynthia McConnell
M/M John H. McKinley
M/M Sean McKinley

M/M John Miller

Ms. Christine A. Minichello
M/M George Muller
Mrs. Patricia J. Murphy
Mr. james Murray

Mr. Lawrence Murray
Mrs. Betty Orcutt

Mr. Richard J Palmer 11
Mr. David Parulski

Mrs. Barb Perry

Mrs. Henrietta Powell
M/M John Pronko

Mr. Richard Pruner
Mrs. Tessie Rankin
M/M Harold Rodbourn
M/M Richard Rohrbach
Ms. Carmen Rola

M/M Gerald Rumsey
Mrs. Thelma Rusak

Mr. Joseph G. Schuster
and Ms. Robin Kelley
M/M Robert Sestak
Mrs. Betty Shaw

M/M Mark S. Shaw

M/M Lyman Sheils

Mrs. Sharon Shelhamer
Mrs. Dorothy Sincerbox
M/M Casimir Skrocki
Mrs. Gertude Smith

Ms. Jordan Snell

Mrs. Pamela Southard - Park
M/M Lance Squires
Mrs. Antoinette Stever
Mrs. Rita Sullivan

M/M Robert Swackhammer
M/M Clyde G. Teifer
M/M Warren Tetor
M/M Dale Thompson
Mr. Joseph Valdora
M/M Walter Volz

M/M James G. Wall
Mrs. Evelyn Walsh

M/M Michael Warren
M?M Chauncy Watches
Mrs. Elizabeth White
Mr. Walter Zydnowicz

Donors 30 Pledged o Date 416,806 Perent of Goal 7,024

Pledges recorded by CMA through Nov. 30, 2008.
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SENT TO SERVE | TheSolemnigy of che

Notes from Deacon Ray Defendorf

| o e — =
o Gur Adyenr Giving Tree

.. Please place gifts you've

v,

<~ '\« purchased for our

O n Monday the Church celebrates one
of its universal Holy Days of Obliga-
tion - the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. For many people, there is
confusion as to just what we are celebrat-
ing. Was it Jesus’ conception?

No. Nine months before Christmas we
celebrate the Feast of the Annunciation.
Our scriptures for that day are taken from
Luke’s gospel (Luke 1:26-38) when the an-
gel Gabriel appears to Mary and announces
to her that she has been chosen by God to
give birth to the long awaited Messiah.
Mary’s positive response results in the con-
ception of the Lord in her womb.

The Immaculate Conception refers to
Mary’s conception in the womb of her
mother (St. Anne). This is one of those
doctrines of the Church that resulted, not
from a direct reference in sacred scripture,
but through a gradually revealed theological
understanding of the implications of God’s
decision to choose Mary as the vessel of his
incarnation.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains
it as follows:

Through the centuries the Church has
become ever more aware that Mary, "full
of grace" through God, was redeemed
from the moment of her conception. That
is what the dogma of the Immaculate Con-
ception confesses, as Pope Pius IX pro-
claimed in 1854: (CCC - 491)

“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the
first moment of her conception, by a singular
grace and privilege of almighty God and by
virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of
the human race, preserved immune from all
stain of original sin.”

At Saint Mary’s, we’ll celebrate this
important Solemnity with Mass at
5:30 p.m. Saint Gabriel’s will offer a
Holy Day Mass at 7:30 p.m.

L)
At Mass last weekend we blessed Bibles
and invited parishioners to commit to
reading the Gospel of Mark. Information on
context of Mark’s gospel and a list of sug-
gested readings was distributed. (Copies are
still available.)

Coincidently, this week | came across this
take off on David Letterman’s Top Ten list
which many of us might find all too familiar.

14

TOP TEN SIGNS YOU MAY NOT BE
READING YOUR BIBLE ENOUGH

#10 The Preacher announces the sermon is
from Galatians . . . and you look at
your snow boots.

#9  You think Abraham, Isaac & Jacob may
have had a few hit songs during the 60's.

#8 You open to the Gospel of Mark and a
WWII Savings Bond falls out.

#7  Your favorite Old Testament patriarch
is Hercules.

#6 A small family of woodchucks has
taken up residence in Psalms.

#5 You wonder why Charlton Heston
isn't listed in either the index or the
table of contents.

#4  Catching the kids reading the Song of

Solomon, you demand: "Who gave
you this stuff?"

#3 You think the “minor prophets” worked
in the coal mines.

#2 You keep falling for it every time when
pastor tells you to turn to
First Condominiums.

And the Number ONE sign you may not be
reading your Bible enough:

#1 The kids keep asking too many questions
about your usual bedtime story:
"Jonah the Shepherd Boy and
His Ark of Many Colors"

ADVENT THOUGHTS

l n this weekend’s Gospel, John the Baptist
calls out from the desert - “Prepare the
way for the Lord.” Again we are reminded
to “stay alert” for Christ’s return may be
like a thief in the night. We should behave as
those who know that the Lord is coming.

Like many people, | find it very hard to wait
for things to happen. Waiting wastes MY
TIME. | have so much to do. | hate to waste
a minute. Our Sunday readings challenge me
to think about my impatience? Do | put my
own expectations before that which God has
placed in my path? Does my personal time-
table put me at odds with the way of being
the person that God wants me to become
during this in-between time? Something to

think about during A t.
Have a good week. Serye notherkrgill

3

7. Le Advent Giving Tree
L% % families under the
X tree by next Sunday.

.
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i 4 This Week's Study of

~(V st
1l

- The Gospel of Matk

Week of December 7, 2008
Suggested Scripture Reading:
The Gospel of Mark, Read Chapter 2

Reflection Questions [Mk 2: 1-12]
What would you be seeing and feeling
if you were in this crowd?

In what ways is sin like paralysis?
What freedoms
given to you?

In what area do you need forgiveness now?

has

t’s tim
for our little
angels, shepherds,
sheep, and cattle to
prepare for our
Christmas Pageant.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT I

DECEMBER AT =
BeB® P ORSS

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
Sundays, December 7 ¢+ 14 ¢+ 21
11:30 a.m.

Thursdays, December 10 and 17
4:00 p.m.

Rehearsals will take place in Church.

Stephanie Czajkowski (776-2949) will
again direct the Pageant with the help
of several parents. All parish kids are
invited to participate.

7  Bruce Ayers, Bonnie Baran,
1 Marie Benishin, Henry Cullen,
Fran Cummings, Peggy Evans,
Mary Fisher, Glenn French, Jack
Giblin, Esther Gerhart, Joey Kish,
David Lamphier, Jim Murray,

Fr. Gerald O’Connor, Deacon John
Prave, Theresa Rodbourn, Gerry
Rumsey, Diane Sermonis,

Rob Wilson and Mark Wray.

I
i | Recornciliacior
R Services

Wednesday, December 17 <7 p.m. < St. G
Saturday, December 22 <> 2:30 p.m.<> St. M



http://www.newadvent.org/bible/luk001.htm#verse26

Saint Mary’s Church
32 Eat Morris Street
Bath, New York

Contacts:; Paula Gardner - 607-776-3327
Deacon Ray Defendorf - 607-426-1100



