
A member of the  

Central Steuben 

Catholic Parishes 
Diocese of Rochester 

Saint Mary’s ParishSaint Mary’s Parish 
A Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and OutreachA Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and OutreachA Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and Outreach   

Weekday Mass/Communion Service 
 

Monday  Wednesday  Thursday - 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Friday - 8:30 a.m.   St. Gabrielõs , Hammondsport 
 
 

Parish Celebrations of the Lordõs Day 
Saturday - 4:00 p.m.  Sunday  - 9:00 a.m. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Lenten Saturdays at 3:30 p.m.  

Fifth Sunday of Lent  March 28, 2009 

Our Parish OfficeOur Parish Office  
32 East Morris Street  
Bath, NY 14810  
Monday-Thursday  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Other times by appointment 
Office: 607-776-3327 
Fax: 607-776-3409 
Email: bstmaryc@dor.org 
 

OurOur  Parish StaffParish Staff  
 

Deacon Ray Defendorf 
Pastoral Administrator 
E-mail: RDefendorf@DOR.org 
 

Rev. Jim Jaeger 
Sacramental Minister 

E-mail: FJaeger@DOR.org 

Deacon Ed Wight 
Parish Deacon - 776-3258 

Barbara Bailey 
Parish Bookkeeper/Secretary 

E-Mail: BBailey@DOR.org 
 

Dan Barefoot 
Custodian 

Mary Faucett 
Parish Life Volunteer 
 

Paula Gardner 
Office Volunteer 
E-Mail: PaulaGardner@DOR.org 

Mary Carol Wall 
Youth Ministry/Faith Formation 

Coordinator - 776-6944  

E-Mail: Avocawalls@peoplepc.com 
 

St. Maryõs ChoirSt. Maryõs Choir  
Aubri Ordway, Director  

Assisted by Brad Ordway 
Brent Franklin -  Keyboard 
 

Ellie Boutwell/Carl Johengen 
Saturday Mass Organists 
 

OurOur  Parish CouncilParish Council  
William MacNamara 
Chairperson - 566-3690 

Barbara Perry 
Vice-Chairperson - 776-6920 

Mary McConnell 
Secretary - 776-3265 

Jim Gallagher  
Stewardship Chairperson - 776-6810 

Denise Crossett - 776-5089 
Sean McKinley - 329-4436 

Stan Skolny - 377-6023 

Kathy Warren - 776-4074 
 

Mass/Communion/Reconciliation Schedule 

B ishop Matthew Clark has approved the 

new pastoral plan submitted to him by the 

Central Steuben Catholic Parishes.  

As a result of the new pastoral plan:  

1. St. Gabrielõs and St. Maryõs will become a par-

ish òClusteró administered by one pastoral 

leader in July 2010 with a vision of becoming a 

new parish with two worship sites in July 2012. 

2. The ABC Parishes, already clustered under a 

single pastoral leader Fr. Patrick Connor, will 

commence a legal process that will result in 

the three parishes becoming a new parish with 

three worship sites in July 2010. 

The pastoral plan which is aimed at assuring the 

availability of the Eucharist to all Catholics in our 

region even as the number of priests decreases 

was approved by the pastoral Councils of the five 

CSCP parishes on February 7.   

In a letter sent to CSCP Chairperson Mary Lou 

OõConnor, Bishop Clark thanked the members 

&&   
LENTEN DINNER LENTEN DINNER               

  Lectio DivinaLectio Divina   
          2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ  

3ÁÉÎÔ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 
Saturday, April 4    2:30 pm 
Individual Reconciliation: 3:30 pm 

3ÁÉÎÔ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌȭÓ 
Monday, April 6    7:00 pm 

Wednesday, April 1, 2009 

Mass: 5:30 pm 
Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Lectio Divina: 6:45 pm - 8:15 pm 

F our St. Maryõs parishioners have been 

awarded the coveted òHands of Christó 

award which is given annually to high school sen-

iors who have òconsistently demonstrated a 

Christian attitude by word and example.ó  

Jason Carpenter, Cody Hutcheson, Sarah 

Obrochta, and Robert Watches will be pre-

sented with their award plaques at this week-

endõs 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. 

Hands of Christ recipients are nominated by par-

ishes to high school seniors who are practicing 

Roman Catholics actively involved in their parish, 

school and community who have been a positive 

role model to their peers. 

Bishop Clark honored the recipients at a special 

ceremony held Saturday at St. Mary Our Mother 

Church in Horseheads.  

of the Implementation Com-

mittee for their òongoing col-

laboration and for continuing 

to adapt to changing realities.ó 

He commented on the ògood 

sense of energy and commit-

ment with which your committee, your pastoral 

leaders, and the three pastoral councils have ap-

proached (the) work of strengthening ministries 

and assuring the ongoing availability of the Eucha-

rist within healthy communities.ó 

On Thursday evening, a transition team made up 

of pastoral leaders, three parish council members, 

two CSCP reps and two at large delegates from 

each parish met to establish a transition timetable 

for St. Maryõs and St. Gabrielõs. A similar team is  

forming within the ABC parishes.  

Bishop Clark promised both transition teams his 

continued prayers and the assistance and legal 

support of our diocesan planning liaison Deb 

Housel and Chancellor Fr. Daniel Condon. 



TTHEHE   UULTIMATELTIMATE   SSACRIFICEACRIFICE   

T here is a poignant, painful con-

trast between today's first read-

ing and the rest of the Scripture pas-

sages. Speaking through Jeremiah, 

God sounds so joyful and hopeful. 

Things are going to be different be-

tween God and the chosen people!  

Sure, they broke the covenant with 

God before, but this time they will 

keep it. God will place his law within 

them, writing it on their hearts. God 

will be their God; they will be his 

people. God will forgive their evildo-

ing and forget their sins. 

Only in Jesus could any of this ever 

happen. God continued to forgive his 

people; they continued to sin. Paul 

tells us that it was Jesus, Son of God 

though he was, who had to suffer so 

as to be made perfect. Then he could 

be the source of eternal salvation for 

everyone else.  

Lest we want to soften this message 

or somehow think any of this was 

easy for Jesus, we read his own 

words. He knew his hour was coming. 

He knew he had to suffer and die. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

SUNDAY Mar. 29  Fifth Sunday of Lent  

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of  Rossman Wright :

  By Don & Anna Mae Mills &  family 

MONDAY Mar. 30 

9:00 a.m. Scripture/Communion Service 

TUESDAY Mar. 31 

5:00 p.m. In Mem. of  Bob Denno  

  By Rita Sullivan 

WEDNESDAY April 1 

5:30 p.m. In Mem. of  Charles Wight 

  By Knights of Columbus 

THURSDAY April 2 

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of  Carlton Dartt 

 By Jim & Geri Galvin 

FRIDAY April 3 

                         (Mass at St. Gabrielõs at 8:30a.m.) 

10:30 p.m. Infirmiary 

7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

SATURDAY April 4 

4:00 p.m. Members of Memorial Fund 

SUNDAY April 5   Palm Sunday 

9:00 a.m. In Mem. of  Bob Denno 

 By The Lyle Family 

One weekend Mass each month is offered for 

the òMembers of the St. Maryõs Memorial 

Fund.ó  Your gift to our Memorial Fund will 

support many parish ministries and capital 

projects. Your loved one will be remem-

bered monthly at a scheduled Mass. Please 

consider this option. when requesting a Mass 

Card. Suggested minimum gift is $10. 

PARISH LIFE CALENDAR 

 Prayer ListPrayer List  
 Bonnie Baran,  Marie Benishin, 

Ruth Cochran, Henry Cullen, 

Fran Cummings, Margaret 

Emmick, Peggy Evans, 

MaryFisher,Glenn French,  

JackGiblin, Esther Gerhart, Nancy Holzer,  

Margaret Anne Jenkins, Joey Kish,  

 Carlo Marano, Fr. Gerald OõConnor,  

Theresa Rodbourn, Penny Ruest,  

Diana Sermonis and Betsy Sheehan  

SUNDAY Mar. 29 

   8:15 a.m.      Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel 

10:00 a.m.      Coffee Hour hosted by the Tetors 

10:15 a.m.       Post Choir Practice, Church   

 10:30 a.m.  Bible Study, Room 101 

   7:00 p.m.      AA, Room 101 

MONDAY  Mar. 30 

   5:00 p.m.       Daycare - Hall 

TUESDAY  Mar. 31 

   6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts, Room 203    

   6:00 p.m.     Girl Scouts, Rooms 204A/B 

   6:00 p.m.      Finance Mtg. Rectory  

   7:30 p.m. Prayer Group, Rectory 

WEDNESDAY April 1 

   6:00 p.m.      Lenten Dinner and Program, Hall   

   6:00 p.m.     Cub Scouts, 201,203, 204A 

   6:00 p.m.     Girl Scouts, 204B, 205 

 THURSDAY April 2 

   5:30p.m.      Weight Watchers, 101 

   6:00 p.m.      Cub Scouts,203    
   6:00 p.m.      Girl Scouts, 204A 

   6:00 p.m.      Boy  Scouts, 205 

    7:30 p.m.     K of C meeting 

FRIDAY           April 3 

SATURDAY    April 4 

   9:00 a.m.       Rummage Sale-OõMalley Hall 

   1:00 p.m.  NA - 204     

SUNDAY  April 5 

    8:15 a.m.     Pre Mass Choir Practice, Chapel 

  10:00a.m.      Coffee Hour, Hall 

  10:15 a.m.     Post Choir Practice, Church 

  10:30 a.m.     Bible Study, Room 101 

    7:00 p.m.      AA, Room 101 

March 21/22  Attendance: 247 

Sacrificial Gifts totaled: $ 2170.00 

Catholic Relief Services:  $314.00 

Childrenõs Collection: $18.45 
In addition to helping us meet our payroll 

expenses, your stewardship gifts helped us 

pay our monthly utility bill.  

MY SAINT 
MARYõS 

Because I Love  

My Parish 

Rose Ormsby 

3/29      Jill Gaudino 

3/29  Charlie Langendorfer 

3/31   Richard Hopkins 

4/1       Douglas Little 

4/2   Tyler Hutcheson 

4/3   Jerry Dieg 

4/4   Mary Ann Aston 

4/4   Lisa Adams 

Happy Birthday  

To You!  

Henry Cullen 

VA Medical Center 

Nursing Care Unit 

Bath, NY, 14830 

Fran Cummings 

Taylor Healthcare 

Rte. 54 

Bath, NY 14830 
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Paula Gardner 

Absolute Care  at Three Rivers Room 108 

101 Creekside Drive, Painted Post, NY 14870 

Send a òGet Welló card to . . . 

The Sanctuary candle is burn-

ing in memory of Peter Gelpi  

by Charles & Carmen Rola 

Assembly ScheduleAssembly Schedule  
  

April 4 Sat. 4:00 p.m. April 4 Sat. 4:00 p.m.   

Precious Blood IPrecious Blood I  

April  5 April  5 --  Sun. 9:00 a.m.Sun. 9:00 a.m.  

Willing HeartsWilling Hearts  
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Sent to Serve 
Notes from Deacon Ray Defendorf 

Hereõs a brief summary of the issues that 

are of great concern to the Bishops and to 

health care professionals and all who object 

to abortion as a matter of conscience. 

The current regulations enforce laws mak-

ing it illegal to insist that a doctor, nurse or 

other health care provider participate in 

acts that violate their moral or religious 

principles. Rescinding these regulations puts 

providers at risk of either violating their 

consciences of leaving the medical field. 

Thatõs why Bishop Clark and the Bishops of 

New York State are now urgently seeking 

your support in voicing opposition to the 

proposed change in the regulations spelled 

out in the Freedom of Choice Act. Hereõs 

what to do: 

Before April 9, 2009, contact the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services with 

your objections to the proposal to remove 

conscience protections.  Send your com-

ments to the following email address:  

proposedrecission@hhs.gov.  

In your email, use the following or similar 

text: òPlease retain the conscience regulation 

and enforce the laws protecting the right of 

health care providers to serve patients without 

violating their moral and religious convictions.ó 

To see how the US Catholic Conference of 

Bishops is speaking out on this issue go to: 

www.usccb.org/conscienceprotection. 

Make a Lenten resolution to take action to 

protect our religious liberty before April 9. 
________________________ 

N ext weekend with the Palm Sunday 

Mass weõll begin Holy Week and the 

beautiful liturgies of the Tridduum. As in 

the past, St. Maryõs and St. Gabrielõs will 

divide the Triduum services between the 

two churches. Holy Thursdayõs Mass of the 

Lordõs Supper will be here at St. Maryõs and 

the Good Friday  

A  few months ago, some of you in-

quired as to what had happened to 

the Freedom of Choice Act postcard 

campaign that the United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops, Pro-Life Secre-

tariat endorsed earlier this year.  The 

most common question was òWhy is the 

Diocese of Rochester not participating in 

the campaign?ò 

In fact, the Diocese of Rochester was not 

alone in delaying participation in the post 

card campaign which was aimed at opposing 

efforts of the U.S. Dept. of Health and Hu-

man Services to rescind federal regulations 

that protect health care providers from 

being coerced into performing abortions. 

When the Bishops and the Cardinal of New 

York State met in late December, a strate-

gic decision was made to postpone political 

action until later in the legislative year. Po-

litical analysts at the state and federal level 

suggested that the changes to the regula-

tions would likely not occur in this legisla-

tive session. It was decided that the passage 

of the Reproductive Health Act was far 

more likely than the FOCA.    

The Bishops were concerned that the intro-

duction of the Reproductive Health Act in 

the New York State Legislature was immi-

nent and likely to need rapid education and 

opposition. They believed that if the re-

sources available in the Dioceses of New 

York State were directed against FOCA, 

the needed resources for effective opposi-

tion to the state Reproductive Health Act 

would be unavailable.  

But now, New York Stateõs budget crisis 

has apparently caused our elected officials 

to defer immediate action on either the 

state Reproductive Health Act or the fed-

eral Freedom of Choice Act.  That said, 

with all the publicity generated by the 

USCCB campaign, it is now generally 

agreed that at least basic education and 

action should be taken on both bills.   

To achieve the aforementioned public pol-

icy education and advocacy goals, Bishop 

Matthew Clark has asked that you be made 

aware of the issues at hand and what you 

can do to help address them.  

Week of March 22, 2009  

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Suggested Scripture Reading:  

Chapter of Mark to be read: 15 

Reflect n Questions: 

[Mk 15: 1-41]  Have your actions ever 

been mocked because you are a disciple 

of Jesus?  Have you ever sat with some-

one who is dying? What was it like? 

How do you feel when you attend fu-

nerals and burials?  What does Jesus 

death mean to you? 

First Reconciliation 

F our children from St. Maryõs will re-ceive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

for the first time on Saturday April 4 at 

noon. The Sacrament will follow a morning 

retreat for the children and their parents.  

Making their First Reconciliation will be: 

Noah Glass, Andres Warren, Hailey 

Gaudino and Emily Sestak. 

J unior and Senior High students 

from St. Maryõs Faith  

Formation program will enact 

an original production of the Liv-

ing Stations of the Cross on Palm 

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. in OõMalley 

Hall. The script of each station 

was written by the performers 

who will enact the fourteen sta-

tions in a backlit shadow tableau.  

All are invited to remain following the 

Palm Sunday Coffee Hour to  experience 

this special prayer  time. 

N ext Sunday is Palm Sunday. Our tradi-

tion is to gather before our 9:00 a.m. 

Mass in OõMalley Hall where a special Gos-

pel is proclaimed and palms are blessed and 

distributed. Weather permitting, we then 

process outside to the Church. Saturdayõs 

Palm  Sunday Vigil Mass will begin at the 

church entrance. 

mailto:proposedrecission@hhs.gov
http://www.usccb.org/conscienceprotection


Saint Maryõs Church 

32 Eat Morris Street 

Bath, New York 

 

Contacts:  Paula Gardner - 607-776-3327 

 Deacon Ray Defendorf - 607-426-


