Our Parish Office
32 East Morris Street
Bath, NY 14810

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8am. -2 pm. (Closed Wednesday)
Other times by appointment

Office: 607-776-3327

Fax: 607-776-3409

Email:  bstmaryc@dor.org

Our Parish Staff

Deacon Ray Defendorf
Pastoral Administrator
E-Mail: RDefendorf@DOR.org
Rev. Jim Jaeger
Sacramental Minister

E-Mail: Flaeger@DOR.org
Deacon Ed Wight

Parish Deacon - 776-3258
Barbara Bailey

Parish Bookkeeper/Secretary
E-Mail: BBailey@DOR.org

Dan Barefoot

Custodian

Mary Faucett

Parish Life Volunteer

Paula Gardner

Office Volunteer

E-Mail: PaulaGardner@DOR.org
Mary Carol Wall

Youth Ministry/Faith Formation
Coordinator - 776-6944

E-Mail: Avocawalls@peoplepc.com

St. Mary’s Choir
Aubri Ordway, Director
Assisted by Brad Ordway
Brent Franklin - Keyboard
Ellie Boutwell/Carl Johengen
Saturday Mass Organists

Our Parish Council
William MacNamara
Chairperson - 566-3690
Barbara Perry
Vice-Chairperson - 776-6920
Mary McConnell

Secretary - 776-3265

Jim Gallagher

Stewardship Chairperson - 776-6810
Denise Crossett - 776-5089
Sean McKinley - 329-4436
Stan Skolny - 377-6023
Kathy Warren - 776-4074

Mass/Communion/Reconciliation Schedule

Parish Celebrations of the Lord’s Day

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. % Sunday - 9:00 a.m.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
1st and 3rd Saturdays at 3:30 p.m.

Saint Mar

's Parish

A Welcoming Oasis of Love, Peace, and Outreach

hen jury duty caught up with me, it

came at an opportune moment when
there were no pressing places to be or de-
manding tasks to complete. This was fortu-
nate because the case | was chosen for lasted
an entire week, necessitating a two-day jury
deliberation.

A man was suing his former company and
their insurance carrier for an injury sustained
at work. That it had happened was not the
issue, but the amount awarded would be de-
termined by deliberating negligence of ma-
chinery versus the negligence of man. Had he
caused his own injury or had the machine
malfunctioned?

His hand, mangled by the machine, was still
usable but could no longer perform
"piecework," as he could not keep pace with
the output of the machine. Maintaining what
was called "flash grip strength,” he no longer
possessed “sustainable grip strength,” which
meant that his hand, though not useless or
completely incapacitated, lacked the endur-
ance necessary for holding onto pieces pro-
duced by the machine. His hand was simply
no longer strong enough to hold on.

It could be said that the noble and ideal shep-
herd presented in the Gospel of John does
"piecework" requiring great endurance and
strength, demanding that the good shepherd
lovingly care for each individual. The shep-
herd keeps vigilant watch, determined that

Continued on Page 2

Tuesday - 5:00 p.m.

Weekday Mass/Communion Service
Monday <- Wednesday <> Thursday - 9:00 a.m.

Two Weeks Away

Singers/Songwriter invites
area Singers, Musicians
and Teens to participate.

hen Jesse Manibusan visits St. Mary’s in
W just two weeks, he’ll be using all of his

special talents as a singer, songwriter and

inspirational speaker. After arriving in
Bath on Saturday afternoon, Jesse has invited all
parish singers and instrumentalists (including cur-
rent and past members of our parish choir) as well
as parish young people to worship and perform
with him. On Saturday evening at 7 p.m. he will
rehearse music (including several of his original
hymns) that will be used at Sunday Eucharist and at
his 3 p.m. concert.

Manibusan will perform his Sunday afternoon
Concert at St. Mary’s Church. Because the con-
cert is expected to draw parishioners and teens
from throughout the Southern Tier and our
church can hold only about 300 people, admis-
sion to the concert will be by ticket only. Free
tickets are available on a first come-first served
basis at the parish office. Attendees are asked to
also bring a donation of food or personal care
items for the Turning Point Pantry.

An internationally known composer of such fa-
miliar songs as “Open my Eyes Lord” and “Fly
like a Bird” Jesse will visit St. Mary’s under the
sponsorship of Oregon Catholic Press, Spirit
Song Music and the National Federation of
Catholic Youth Ministry. Last November at
its annual convention in Cleveland, the NFCYM
recognized the inspiration of St. Mary’s Youth
Minister/Faith Formation Coordinator Mary
Carol Wall and offered to have Manibusan per-
form as part of that recognition.

Aubri and Brad Ordway will assist Manibusan in
organizing musicians and singers for the concert.
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Sustainable Shepherd
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MY ST. MARY'S

Because | Love
My Parish

| Support It!

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

50 WHAT'S THE
SECRET OF LIFE. FATHER?  yesys

W Sl eere
RECLECTUONS

AND WHAT ELSE?

JUST JESUS

Mary McConnell

April 25/26  Attendance 261
Sacrificial Gifts totaled: $ 2598.60
Catholic Home Mission: $303.
Can & Quarter: $222.17

Thank you for Making
Parish - a Priority!

Fourth Sunday of Easter ¥ John 10:11-18

This Sunday’s Gospel hl
the Good Shepherd, who would choose to lay his life
down for his sheep. There will be one flock and one
shepherd, and the sheep will know him.

Jesus speaks of many sheep in this week’s gospel,
some of which do not “belong to this fold” but

Assembly Schedule whom he will lead. There will be one flock then,
May 9- Sat. 4:00 p.m. with one shepherd. As Christians we hope for the
Willing Hearts day that such unity with our brothers and sisters in

Ever wonder why Catholics
genuflect?  Take advantage of
the Catholic Call-In to get an an-
swer to your simple or your com-
plicated questions. Call 1-866-595
-8575 on May 12" anytime be-
tween 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.

May 10 - Sun. 9:00 a.m.

: faith will come to pass. Until then, | am called to
Precious Blood |

work on behalf of that unity. What do | need to do
to be a part of bringing together the one flock of
our Lord?

Notre Dame Reltreats

Women’s Retreat May 15 - May 17
Contact: Paula Gardner - 776-3327

With whom must | build bridges this week? How
can | reach out in the spirit of unity to another?



http://www.easterbrooks.com/cgi-bin/Bible.cgi?reading=John+10:11-18&mode=paragraph

A

unashamedly pass on from Ann Landers. It
reflects what we believe as followers of the
Risen One.

SENT TO SERVE

Notes from Deacon Ray Defendorf

Some good advice
from Ann Landers

s we continue to rejoice in the Easter Sea-
son consider the following wisdom which |

Keep skid chains on your tongue; always say
less than you think. Cultivate a low, persua-
sive voice. How you say it counts more than
what you say.

Make promises sparingly, and keep them
faithfully, no matter what it costs.

Never let an opportunity pass to say a kind
and encouraging word to or about some-
body. Praise good work, regardless of who
did it. If criticism is needed, criticize help-
fully, never spitefully.

Be interested in others, their pursuits, their
work, their homes and families. Make merry
with those who rejoice; with those who
weep, mourn. Let everyone you meet, how-
ever humble, feel that you regard him or her
as a person of importance.

Be cheerful. Don't burden or depress those
around you by dwelling on your minor aches
and pains and small disappointments. Re-
member, everyone is carrying some kind of
a load.

Keep an open mind. Discuss but don't argue.
It is a mark of high character to be able to
disagree without being disagreeable.

Let your virtues speak for themselves. Re-
fuse to talk of another's vices. Discourage
gossip; it is a waste of valuable time and can
be extremely destructive.

Be careful of another's feelings. Wit and
humor at the other person's expense are
rarely worth it and may hurt when least
expected. Pay no attention to ill-natured
remarks about you. Remember, the person
who carried the message may not be the
most accurate reporter in the world. Live in
such a that nobody will believe anything bad
about you. Disordered nerves and bad diges-
tion are a common cause of backbiting

Don't be too anxious about the credit due
you. Do your best, and be patient. Forget
about yourself, and let others "remember."
Success is much sweeter that way.

Wow. Talk about an examination of conscience.
| confess to being guilty of several of the offenses
listed above. Apologies to any of you who have
had to bear with me when | didn’t measure up.

First Eucharist

ongratulations to @ "
Marshall Dixon, = .- L,
Jourdan  Machuga, as Wi

Hannah Makitra and Alec
Sestak who are joining us this morning
for the first time at the Lord’s table.
Congratulations also to your families
who have helped to prepare you for this
most special day. We'll be taking some
photos of you this morning. Watch for
them in next week’s bulletin.

Transition Team Meets

he second meeting of the Transition

Team that will assist St. Mary’s and
St. Gabriel’s begin the process that will
lead to the clustering of the parishes un-
der a single pastoral leader in July 2010
took place on Thursday, April 30. Repre-
senting St. Mary’s are Patty Baroody,
Ginny Gallagher, Al Hanning, Bill
MacNamara, Mary McConnell, Barb
Perry, Stan Skolny and Deacon Ray
Defendorf. Also attending was Deacon
David LaFortune who in July will suc-
ceed Deacon Ray as pastoral administra-
tor of St. Mary’s.

Have a good week. Serve_ane anot !

Beoaase You Asked ...

The pisee for answers 1o
guastiorns chowt frensition
Maureen O'Neill
Pastoral Admmistrator

St Gabnel's Church

Q Who decides to close a worship
site? The Diocese or the parish?
A. The parish itself recommends the
closing of a worship site to the
Bishop, similar to how we have recent|
recommended to the Bishop that the
ABCs become one parish and St
Gabriel's and St. Mary's begin that proc
ess. However, non support of the parish
by those who worsip at a particular

vorship site would compel the pastor
pastoral adm inistrator to recommend to
Diocese that the worship site he closed

Building Peace
with Justi

St. Mary's Parishioners

Eligible to Join
ServU Credit Union

Parishioners of St. Mary’s are now
eligible to join a local credit union.
ServeU Federal Credit Union has re-
ceived permission from credit union
regulators to offer financial services to
our parishioners and their immediate
families.

ServU is located at 7215 State Route 54
in Bath. Watch for their ad which will
soon appear on the back of this bulletin.

A Reflection for May 3; 2009

cts of the Apostles this week refers to

Jesus as the “stone rejected by you, the
builders which has become the corner-
stone.” Thinking along the line of buildings
and housing, we are challenged by Millard
Fuller, the founder of Habitat for Humanity
(1935-2009) who stated that “substandard
housing must be socially, religiously, mor-
ally, and politically unacceptable.”

Reflection and Action: When any individ-
ual is denied basic shelter, the fabric of
society is torn. Pray for those affected by
the housing crisis. Pray for those in
power, that they may be inspired to find
just solutions. Find out how you can
help. Are you able to help. Are you able
to volunteer for a group such as Habitat
or make a donation?

Coming Moy 17 to St Manys

/4
Jessie Mani

Reserve your
‘Gall the Parish
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Saint Mary’s Church
32 Eat Morris Street
Bath, New York

Contacts:  Paula Gardner - 607-776-3327
Deacon Ray Defendorf - 607-426-1100



